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Message Text 


TAGS: SENV, UR, US 

SUBJECT: US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT: EFFECTS OF 
POLLUTANTS ON AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS (PROJECT 02.02-13) 

REF: MOSCOW 16241 NOTAL 


1 . UNDER THE US-SOVIET ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT. AN 
EXPERIMENT IS PLANNED TO BEGIN IN LATE JULY IN THE 
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SOVIET UNION TO STUDY THE EFFECTS OF PESTICIDES ON 
AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS. THE SOVIET SIDE HAS JUST INFORMED 
US THAT IT DOES NOT HAVE A SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF CERTAIN 
PESTICIDE GRADE REAGENTS AND PESTICIDE STANDARDS TO 
CONDUCT THE EXPERIMENT AND HAS ASKED THAT THE U.S. 
PARTICIPANTS BRING AS LARGE A SUPPLY AS POSSIBLE OF 
THESE CHEMICALS. UPON CHECKING WITH U.S. AIRLINES, 
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HOWEVER, WE HAVE DISCOVERED THAT THE AIR TINES ARE 
PROHIBITED FROM SHIPPING THE CHEMICALS BECAUSE OF 
THEIR CORROSIVE CHARACTERISTICS. WE WISH THEREFORE 
TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF PROCURING THESE CHEMICALS 
IN EUROPE AND HAVING THEM SHIPPED TO MOSCOW. 

2. WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF ACTION ADDRESSEES COULD 
CHECK WITH LOCAL SOURCES TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
FOLLOWING CHEMICALS CAN BE PROCURED PROMPTLY FROM LOCAL 
SOURCES AND SHIPPED TO MOSCOW. IF THE CHEMICALS ARE 
AVAILABLE, WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO KNOW WHEN THEY COULD 
BE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN MOSCOW (THEY WOULD BE NEEDED 
THERE NO LATER THAN JULY 25.) PAYMENT FOR THE CHEMICALS 
WOULD BE MADE BY THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY. 

3. THE CHEMICALS IN QUESTION ARE: 

A. HIGH QUALITY PESTICIDE GRADE REAGENTS: 

- 1 CASE (ABOUT 40 POUNDS) ACETONE 

- 1 CASE PETROLEUM ETHER 

- 2 CASES CYCLOHEXANE 

- 2 CASES - METHYLENE CHLORIDE 

- 25 POUNDS SODIUM FLUORISILL 

- 2 CASES EI-ETHYL ETHER 
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- 2 CASES METHANOL 

- 2 CASES ETHANOL 

- 1 GALLON TRICHLORO ACETIC ACID 

- 100-200 GRAMS EDTA 

- 5 POUNDS SODIUM HYDROXIDE 

- 1 GALLON HYDROCHLORIC ACID 

- 10 POUNDS SILICA GEL 

B. PESTICIDE STANDARDS: 

- 1 GRAM DYLOX (TRICHLORFON) C4H8CL3P04 
DIMETHYL (2,2,2, TRICHLORO - 1 HYDROXYETHYL) 

PHOSPHATE 

- 1 GRAM DDVP (DICHLORVOS) C4H7CL204P 
2-2 DICHLOROVINYL DIMETHYL PHOSPHATE 

4. ACTION REQUEST: 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING INFORMATION OUTLINED IN 
PARA 2, IF POSSIBLE, BY JULY 18. REPLIES SHOULD BE 
CAPTIONED EPA FOR SHOSTAL. WE REGRET INCONVENIENCE TO 
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ADDRESSEE POSTS, BUT ABOVE REQUEST WAS NECESSITATED 
BY LAST-MINUTE SOVIET INFORMATION ABOUT UNAVAILABILITY 
OF CHEMICALS. FOR WARSAW, BUDAPEST AND PRAGUE: WE 
LEAVE TO POST’S DISCRETION ADVISABILITY OF APPROACHING 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES ON THIS MATTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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